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RACING, WAGERING AND BETTING LEGISLATION AMENDMENT AND REPEAL BILL 2007 
Declaration as Urgent 

MR E.S. RIPPER (Belmont - Treasurer) [12.43 pm]:  I move -  

That the bill be considered an urgent bill. 

I move this motion because, if the bill is dealt with quickly it will help the Kalgoorlie racing people.  We have an 
informal agreement with the opposition that we are all in favour of helping Kalgoorlie racing.  

Question put and passed. 

Second Reading 
Resumed from 22 March. 

MR J.E. McGRATH (South Perth) [12.44 pm]:  The opposition will support this bill and its declaration as 
urgent.  This is not so much to support the government as to support the Kalgoorlie-Boulder Racing Club.  The 
club has indicated that it has for too long been restricted by legislation passed more than 100 years ago that 
meant it could not become an incorporated body and operate like other race clubs around Western Australia. 

I am acting under some difficulty here, having left my reading glasses in my office.  I am using the member for 
Murdoch’s spectacles.  

The opposition has spoken to the Kalgoorlie-Boulder Racing Club.  This bill gives that club the opportunity to 
become incorporated.  It also cleans up some other technical issues in other legislation related to racing and 
wagering. 

I will begin by considering part 4 of the bill, which deals with the Kalgoorlie-Boulder Racing Club.  This bill 
repeals the Kalgoorlie and Boulder Racing Clubs Act 1904 and the Kalgoorlie and Boulder Racing Clubs Act 
Amendment Act 1953.  The opposition is happy to support this.  Racing in Kalgoorlie began in 1896, three years 
after gold was discovered in the area.  The Kalgoorlie and Boulder racing clubs were amalgamated in 1953.  
Each year the Kalgoorlie Cup turnover is the highest of any provincial race meeting in Western Australia.  Of 
late, Bunbury has broken the record, only to have it broken again in the same year by Kalgoorlie.  My apologies 
to the member for Bunbury - Kalgoorlie has just edged Bunbury out!  The Kalgoorlie club is very progressive.  It 
conducts 25 meetings a year, including two meetings hosted on behalf of the Coolgardie Racing Club.  The 
problem has been that the existing act of Parliament passed near the turn of the twentieth century and dealing 
mainly with the Western Australian Turf Club and the Kalgoorlie and Boulder racing clubs, has become a bit of 
an anachronism.  

My spectacles have now been delivered to me by a messenger from above.  That is very good.  The member for 
Murdoch can have his spectacles back, and I promise that I will never borrow them again. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Now you can see with both eyes! 

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  I can see the light! 

This legislation has become an anachronism for the Kalgoorlie-Boulder Racing Club because every time it 
changes its committee it must inform the Governor.  If the club wants to borrow money to do some development, 
that money must be borrowed in the name of the chairman, because the club is not an incorporated body.  If a 
club gets into any trouble, financially or otherwise, the chairman is personally responsible.  That makes it 
difficult for the club to operate like other clubs around the country, and that is why the opposition supports this 
measure.  We did have one issue about the fact that the Kalgoorlie club occupies crown land - we want to make 
sure that the future of that land is set in stone.  I ask the Treasurer, who will be responding on this bill, to confirm 
to the house that nothing will happen with the crown land, and that we can be assured that the bill ensures the 
future of the land so that it will always be used for racing.  If ever the land is not used for the purpose of a 
racecourse it will revert to government ownership.  The future of the land is ensured by this bill.  The 
Kalgoorlie-Boulder Racing Club is very keen for the Parliament to get rid of this anomaly so that it can become 
incorporated and operate under the provisions of the Associations Incorporation Act 1987, as other clubs do.  

I will now go back to the start of the bill.  Part 2 contains amendments to the Betting Control Act.  One of them 
removes the requirement for a steward to be physically present at a racecourse to supervise the conduct of 
telephone and Internet betting, provided adequate supervision controls are in place.  We have been assured by 
the Department of Racing, Gaming and Liquor that those controls are in place.  The requirement for a steward to 
be present is somewhat outdated, especially for betting operators using the Internet or operating by telephone.  A 
steward is hardly required in that case, because the department has good controls in place.  This provision will 
apply when no meeting is being held at the course.  When a meeting is being held, a steward is present, but there 
is no need for that if no meeting is taking place. 
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The other amendment provides for commission deduction rates to be applied consistently.  At present, because 
Totalisator Agency Boards around Australia are competing with other forms of gambling, they sometimes reduce 
the commission rate to give punters a greater slice of the pie, so to speak.  That is a very good idea; it is a good 
initiative.  Unfortunately, while it can happen with any events covered by SuperTAB, which the Western 
Australian TAB operates in conjunction with, it cannot happen for meetings that are not under that SuperTAB 
umbrella.  A meeting at Wagin, Albany or Esperance might only be bet on within Western Australia, and not 
through SuperTAB.  This amendment allows that condition to be dropped without having to go to regulation.  I 
will ask the Treasurer to comment on this, but I have asked the department and been informed that there is at 
present no way that commission rates can be raised except by regulation, so commission rates can never be 
raised unless the matter is brought before this house.   

The amendments also make it an offence for a juvenile to request a person to redeem a bet, and extend the 
penalty provision for a person who places or redeems a bet on behalf of a juvenile.  I would have thought that it 
would already be enshrined in the act that it is an offence for a person to place a bet on behalf of a juvenile, just 
as it is an offence to buy alcohol on behalf of a juvenile.  I ask the Treasurer to explain why this has not been 
covered in the past. 

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 

[Continued on page 1322.] 
 


